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Eleven Years of Great Entertainment for All Ages
The Ocala Storytelling Festival returns with its 11th Annual celebration of story on April 18th and 19th, 2008.  This year’s festival location is at Tuscawilla Park, 300-899 NE Sanchez Ave.
 Featured tellers from outside the state are Beth Horner, a popular and versatile storyteller who makes her home in Illinois and Missouri, and Elizabeth Rose, who grew up and makes her home in East Tennessee. Both are well-known for mixing music and story. Other tellers who are featured this year include: Madafo, Tamara Green, Carrie Sue Ayvar and Mitchell O’Rear; all are popular tellers from around the state of Florida. More biographical information about each teller can be found on the festival website at www.ocalastorytellingfestival.com .

A special project of this year’s festival is SAVE THOSE STORIES! This is an oral history project meant to give members of the community the opportunity to come share a story from their own family, have it recorded and go home with a keepsake CD. This project is modeled after the popular NPR StoryCorps program. We are also hoping that area veterans will take advantage of the project to have their own stories recorded as part of the Veterans History Project. For information and to reserve a time slot, those interested should visit the festival website at www.ocalastorytellingfestival.com  .
The story of the Ocala Storytelling Festival has been the story of the “Little Festival That Could”.  Although many people still do not know what a storytelling festival is, the festival has been able over the years to grow and develop into a gem of its kind.  In 2001, it was recognized by USATODAY as one of the “Eleven Best Places to See or Hear A Story”.  Along the way, the festival has “grown and developed” its audience; a recent festival survey confirmed what many already suspected:  the audience was full of loyal story devotees. Although many indicated that this was their first festival, a large percentage of those who filled out the survey were returnees; and many of those people had attended every festival!  The Ocala Storytelling Festival is truly THE best place in Florida to hear a great story….just ask these folks!
A key to the success of the festival is its broad appeal.  Everybody can enjoy a good story well told, and over the two days of the festival, there is a story and a concert for everyone.  Friday morning, area schoolchildren are treated to a field trip that takes them to venues all around Ocala to hear stories from several different tellers. Friday night at 7pm, adults take over the Big Tent for Grand Concert I, where all the featured tellers share a story or two. On Saturday, a full day of storytelling begins with a workshop at 10am for those interested in learning more about the art form. Then at 11:30 am, there is a concert for young children called Tales for Tiny Tots. After this concert, those same kids can play at the Child Watch area, while their older siblings and parents enjoy more stories. At 12:30pm there is a concert for youth tellers and at 1:30pm the Grand Concert II begins. Featured tellers are joined by local tellers for this afternoon concert that appeals to families and adults. Food is available throughout the day for listeners to munch on.  Finally, at 7pm the very popular Liar’s Contest gets under way, with tellers competing for cash prizes and the dubious honor of being crowned Central Florida’s Top Liar. Last year’s winner, Pat Nease, will act as emcee this year.
And all this entertainment is available for an incredibly reasonable price! Tickets are $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for students and $25.00 for a family of four or more.  One ticket covers the price of admission to all the storytelling events over two days. Parking is adjacent and free. For more information about the festival contact Taryn Evans at (352) 821-0298 or visit the festival website at www.ocalastorytellingfestival.com  . There you can find directions, lodging info, biographies of the tellers, photos and more!  
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